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Farm-A-Palouse-A: November 1, 2014
The 4th Annual Inland Northwest Small Farms Conference 
is an educational event with a theme that seeks to engage 
all producers in our region, Farm-A-Palouse-A: Food & 
Farming for Everyone. Farm-A-Palouse-A will be held at 
Spokane Community College from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
November 1, 2014. 

The conference boasts 30 seminars for rural and urban 
participants to increase knowledge in five areas of 
agricultural production: Legal & Business, Marketing, 

Animals, Crops, and Country Life. Most seminars are designed with a 1 acre – 100 acre 
farmer in mind, but several have been tuned to even smaller parcels of land, supporting the 
theme, “Food & Farming for Everyone.” 

“Growing your own food, sharing it with your neighbors and increasing our region’s food 
security involves everyone,” said Pat Munts, Small Acreage Coordinator at Spokane 
Conservation District and WSU Spokane County Extension. “We intentionally made this 
year’s conference appealing to a beginning urban agriculture person as well as experienced 
small farmers.”

Farm-A-Palouse-A is an opportunity for local producers to network with each other, 
farmer’s market managers, natural resource agencies, and various vendors with products 
or services for farmers.  

Shannon Meagher, owner of Heron Pond Farms, has attended the conference for years 
and looks forward to meeting new friends, seeing old friends, and creating opportunities 
for growth and learning.

“I have always walked away from this conference with new things to implement and 
explore,” Meagher said. 

Interested participants and vendors can register now at www.sccd.org. The cost is $50 per 
person, $80 per pair, and there are scholarships available for students, Veterans and other 
groups. For questions, contact Erica VanNatta at the Spokane Conservation District, erica-
vannatta@sccd.org or 509-535-7274.



Minimize the Mud with 3 Easy Steps
A paddock that turns into a bog in wet and sloppy conditions is unhealthy, not 
only for the view, but your livestock as well. An animal with wet feet will become 
chilled quickly, increasing the chances of sickness and requiring more feed to warm 
itself. The muddy ground is a haven for insects, bacteria, and fungus that make 
infection and hoof disease far more likely. In addition, your chores become far more 
difficult when you have to muck your way through wet, slippery mud every day.  

So how do you reduce the size of your own personal bog? There are several cost-
effective options open to you that will improve drainage in your most heavily-trafficked 
area and can be applied all over the farm. 

1. Paddock Location—If your paddock is currently in the lowest and muddiest part 
of the yard, try moving it uphill. Building the paddock away from areas where water 
pools will encourage water to flow away from the enclosure, not into it. If this isn’t 
possible, raise the paddock above the surrounding area instead and install drains to 
keep it as dry as possible.

2. Gutters—In Eastern Washington, 1800 gallons of rainwater can run off a double 
stalled run-in shed in one year. Installing rain gutters can redirect this water away 
from the paddock, so that it ends up somewhere that actually needs more water, like 
a grassy area or rain garden.

3. Grading and Geotextile – In order to help drainage, remove any organic material 
and shape the bare ground to create a slight slope (1-2% is ideal). Avoid scraping too 
much soil off the surface. A geotextile fabric should be laid on the bare soil to keep 
the footing material from “sinking” into the native soil over time, thus prolonging the 
life of your heavy use area. A 6”-8” layer of sand or gravel should be placed over the 
geotextile to provide solid footing and shed rainfall. Visit www.sccd.org to get a copy 
of our technical reference; Heavy Use Areas: a guide for planning and building heavy 
use areas for livestock.

The SCD staff can help you implement any of these approaches through the Livestock 
& Land Program. Staff will help identify problem areas and potential improvements. 
Cost-share funding opportunities are available. For more information, contact 
Walt Edelen at 509-535-7274 ext. 224 or walt-edelen@sccd.org.     

Supervisor Highlight

Phil Small is an associate supervisor 
on the SCD Board who works tirelessly 
to spread permaculture principles and 
learning opportunities in Spokane. He 
has served for almost 3 years. 

Small is involved in the local 
Permaculture Study Group. This team 
of “permies”, along with City of Spokane 
Urban Forestry, is working to bring a 
Food Forest to Spokane public lands. 
Food Forests are popping up across the 
nation including Beacon Hill Food Forest 
in Seattle, WA.

He also participates in Spokane Edible 
Tree Project which seeks to increase 
the utilization of existing fruit trees in our 
community. 

Last fall, Small and the SCD brought Toby 
Hemenway, author of best selling book, 
Gaia’s Garden, to present a Food Forest 
Workshop to almost 100 attendees. 

Small is the owner and soil scientist at 
Land Profile, Inc. 

A muddy paddock was converted to a dry, clean paddock with the help of the SCD.



SCD Soil Scientist Assists Post-fire
The SCD Soil Scientist, Eric Choker, recently 
participated in the Burned Area Emergency 
Response (BAER) team to assess the damage 
of the Carlton Complex Fire in Okanogan. 
BAER Team soil scientists evaluate using field 
observations and geospatial assessment tools 
to aid post-fire soil burn severity assessment. 
They also evaluate secondary wildfire effects, 
including increased runoff, erosion, flooding,  
sedimentation, and vulnerability to noxious 
weeds, and help predict natural re-vegetation.

The 25 BAER team members (from many state and federal agencies) compiled data 
that is vital to preventing further tragedies such as landslides and mudslides as well 
protecting watersheds and water quality. Here are some highlights from their report:

The Fire: From July 14, 2014 to August 25, 2014, the Carlton Complex fire consumed 
approximately 255,181 acres, 300 homes, and critical infrastructure; the cost to contain 
the fire was approximately $70,000,000. The estimated vegetative recovery period is 
considered 2 to 5 years. 

The Fallout: A major fire like the Carlton Complex destroys the trees and grasses that 
help keep soil in place during a storm, and changes properties of the soil, decreasing 
the soil’s ability to absorb water. A rain event was already experienced this summer and 
created damage like in the photo below. In future rain events, highway culverts will be 
more easily plugged resulting in decreased access to local communities. Underground 
utility lines could be uncovered and become damaged. Additionally, steelhead, spring 
Chinook, and bull trout populations in already designated Critical Habitat are at risk 
due to erosion, ash and sediment delivery. Already, noxious weeds are growing in 
competition with native species - a long term maintenance challenge.  

The Plan: For roads and campgrounds, educational and early warning systems will be 
created so that if a rain event is pending, residents as well as tourists are aware of the 
severity of risks. Homes will be individually addressed by the Okanogan Conservation 
District and may have debris removal, construction of barriers to limit erosion and 
flood flow, flood deflection dikes, and re-grading of roads. Native species will be re-
seeded along bulldozer lines 
and aerial seeding will be 
used on moderate to severely 
burned areas. The full BAER 
report includes plans for dams, 
highways, road drainage, 
utilities and more.  

*The information in this article is based 

on preliminary data and all figures 

should be considered approximate. 

Tree School Wrap Up

Participants in the Mindful Tree Planting  
seminar went outside of the classroom to 
look at roots and planting firsthand.

The SCD and WSU Extension would 
like to thank all of our speakers and 
participants who made our inaugural 
Tree School event a success. 

Tree School was attended by almost 
100 people. Several Veterans were able 
to take advantage of our scholarship 
offering. 

Participants enjoyed their choice of 16 
classes in three tracks: arboriculture, 
forestry and backyard stewardship. The 
class evaluations were glowing; the 
speakers really wowed our participants. 

Save the date for next year! The 2nd 
Annual Tree School will be held Saturday, 
August 15, 2015. If you would like to be 
a vendor at Tree School 2015, contact 
Erica VanNatta at 509-535-7274 ext 214 
or erica-vannatta@sccd.org. 

A soil scientist stands near a washed out road - a 
result of the rain event after the fires. 



Champions of Conservation
Craig Volosing, Hidden Meadows Ranch

Craig Volosing has become the first Peer 
Leader in the Livestock and Land program. 
He leads by example, using conservation 
practices at Hidden Meadows Ranch and 
lends a helping hand by being available to 
anyone for questions on how they too can 
take advantage of the Livestock & Land 
program. 

Craig was born and raised in Spokane, WA 
and has been working with livestock since he 

bought his first saddle horse at age 15. At Hidden Meadows Ranch, he produces  
approximately  40  head  of  beef  cattle  and about 20 Quarter Horses for breeding, 
training, and ranch use. Even on an idyllic ranch like Hidden Meadows, mud & 
manure issues can start to pile up. 

Craig used the Livestock & Land program cost-share to install a Heavy  Use  Area  
(HUA) and a state of the art aerated four-bay waste storage facility (designed by 
O2 Compost) that will accelerate the normal manure composting process. Craig  
plans  to fertilize  his  pastures  and sell the finished compost. He anticipates 
recouping his investment costs in less than 10 years!

Find out more about the work Craig has done by visiting our Champions of 
Conservation webpage, http://sccd.org/champions.html. Or, call him to ask your 
own questions or schedule a visit, 509-747-5273. 

For more information about the Livestock & Land program,  
visit http://sccd.org/lal.html or contact Walt Edelen at 509-535-7274 ext 224. 

SPOKANE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Gerald (Jerry) Scheele, Board Chair

Randy James, Board Vice-Chair

Jaki Shrauger, Board Auditor

Tom Miller, Board Member

Mary Sullivan, Board Member

The Spokane Conservation District is located on the southwest corner of 
the Spokane Fairgrounds at: 210 North Havana Street, Spokane, WA 99202 
Our office hours are Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30pm. 509-535-7274 |  info@sccd.org

All SCD programs and services are offered without discrimination.  

Why Plant in the Fall?
Water is the most important variable when 
it comes to successfully establishing 
forest seedlings.  The theory behind 
planting seedlings in the fall is that the 
plants can experience two wet seasons to 
establish their root systems before they 
face their first hot summer.  

In our region, the arrival of substantial 
fall rains usually occurs somewhere 
between September and November.  
For a successful fall planting season it’s 
essential that the soil has ample moisture 
to sustain a root system.  There are two 
options: wait until Mother Nature has 
provided enough soil moisture, or provide 
the seedlings with additional water.  
When planting into dry soils, the soil 
surrounding the seedlings at the time of 
planting needs to be saturated and kept 
moist until the rains start or the ground 
freezes. Much like spring planting, the 
seedlings are at the mercy of the weather; 
a cold dry winter or a hot dry summer can 
still drive down the survival rate. 

At the SCD we think fall planting is worth 
the effort and offered our 2nd Annual Fall 
Reforestation Tree Sale. The fall sale 
features Douglas Fir, Ponderosa Pine 
and Western Larch in 5” and 16” plugs. 
The minimum order is  100 seedlings of 
the same species. For more information 
on our Fall or Spring Sale, visit  
http://sccd.org/treesale.html. 

Craig Volosing stands by his state of 
the art waste storage facility. 


